
 
 
COUNTRY 
 

 
New Zealand 

 
 
Geography  
 

 
268,680 km² 

 
North and South Islands 
 

 
Population 
 

 
4,354,289  
as at 6.2.10 

 
Over 50% 
population lives 
in the top half of 
the North Island 

 
 
Legislation and 
Regulations 
 

 
National 
Legislation 

 
Human Tissue Act 2008  

 
Opt in 
Opt out 
Presumed 
 

 
Opt In 

 
Families are always approached for consent and drivers licence 
donor information is only accessed if the family requests the 
information. 

 
Donor Register 
 

 
Drivers Licence 
Registry 

 
Land Transport New Zealand, Licence renewed every 10 years 
 

 
Infra-structure 
 

 
National  

 
Organ Donation New Zealand (ODNZ) is the national service for 
organ and tissue donation in New Zealand. Donor and 
transplatne services are all government funded.  
www.donor.co.nz 
 

 
Profile of 
Transplant 
Coordinators 
 

 
Majority are 
Nursing positions 

 
Donor Co-ordinators – all nursing positions 
Recipients Co-ordinators – all nursing positions except for 1 
position 

 
Local and 
National 
Training for 
Transplant 
Coordinators 
 

  
No specific training courses in New Zealand for transplant co-
ordinators.  
 
New Zealand has ICU and Operating Theatre Link Nurses in all 
donor hospitals. A two-day training workshop is held annually for 
the Link Teams 
 



ADAPT (The Australasian Donor Awareness Programme) 
(ADAPT) is committed to providing quality continuing education 
for health professionals in Australia and New Zealand, who are 
involved in: 

 The care and management of dying patients and their 
families, including those patients who may become 
potential organ and tissue donors.  

 Organ retrieval surgery  
 The organ and tissue donation process 

www.adapt.asn.au 
Module 1 is for nursing and other health professionals and 
Module 2 is for medical staff. 
 

 
National 
Guidelines for 
Clinical 
Practice on 
Organ 
Donation 
 

 
Australia and New 
Zealand Intensive 
Care Society 

 
Australia and New Zealand Statement on Death and Organ 
Donation 2008 
http://www.anzics, com.au/death-and-organ-donation 

 
Organ 
Allocation and 
Exchange 
 
 

  
Kidneys - National Kidney Allocation System 
Livers – Transplant Society of Australia and New Zealand 
(TSANZ) – Organ Allocation Protocols for Trans-Tasman sharing 
of livers. 
Heart and Lungs – TSANZ Organ Allocation Protocols for the 
allocation of hearts and lungs. 
Urgent listings in Australasia for livers and hearts only. 
 

 
Donation after 
Cardiac Death 
(DCD) 
 

 
Category 3 
Category 4 
 

 
A national DCD protocol for New Zealand was developed by 
ODNZ  
 

 
Number of 
Potential 
Donating 
Hospitals 
 

 
24 donor hospitals 

 
Includes some small hospitals who have a donor every 4 – 5 
years or less 

 
Number of 
Transplant 
Centres 
 

  
Transplant Services in New Zealand: 
New Zealand Liver Transplant Unit – Auckland City Hospital  
New Zealand Heart and Lung Transplant Service  – Auckland 
City Hospital 
Pancreas Transplant Unit – Auckland City Hospital 
Kidney Transplant Units – Auckland City , Wellington, 
Christchurch Hospitals  
Homograft valve, skin and corneal transplantation 
Bone from living donors 

 
Living Related 
Programs 

  
Kidney – Auckland City, Wellington, Christchurch Hospitals 
New Zealand Liver Transplant Unit – Auckland City  Hospital 



 
 
Statistics  
(websites) 
 

 
2009 
43 deceased 
donors  
(10 dpmp) 

 
Organ Donation New Zealand 
www.donor.co.nz 
Australia and New Zealand Donor Registry 
http://www.anzdata.org.au/ 
 
 

 
Contacts of 
Scientific/ 
Professional 
Organizations 
 

 
ATCA 
 
TSANZ 

 
Australasian Transplant Co-ordinators Associatioin 
www.atca.org.au 
Transplant Society of Australia and New Zealand 
www.tsanz.com.au 
 

 
Transplant 
Outcome  
Registries 
 

 
Kidneys 
 
 
Heart and Lungs 
 
 
Liver 

 
Australia and New Zealand Dialysis and Transplant Registry 
www.anzdata.org.au 
 
Australia and New Zealand Cardiothoracic Organ Transplant 
Registry www.anzcortr.org.au 
 
Australia and New Zealand Liver Transplant Registry 
www.anzltr.org 
 

 
Any current 
National Issues 
/ Initiatives 
 

 
 

 
Implementation of DCD Nationally 
National ICU Death Audit 
 

 


